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Australian Research Council Awards Funds to Zagora Project
We are pleased to announce that the Federal 
Government, through the Australian Research Council 
(ARC) has awarded a significant grant of $450,000 over 
three years for the Zagora Project that involves the 
Australian Archaeological Institute at Athens (AAIA), 
the Department of Archaeology at the University 
of Sydney, The Athens Archaeological Society the 
Powerhouse Museum (Sydney) and the Institute for 
Mediterranean Research (Crete).

Zagora is considered to be the pivotal site that will help 
archaeologists understand domestic life in Greece during 
the so called “Dark Age” (11th – 8th centuries BC). This 
is the era in which many place Homer, and the period 
that laid the foundation for the glories of Classical 
civilisation. The award puts the team in the position to 
apply to the Greek Government for a permit to conduct 
archaeological field-work at the settlement. The expertise 
of the Powerhouse Museum will help the project create 
a new model for community engagement between 
archaeologists and the public through digital outreach.
 
From an Australian point of view the Zagora project has great importance. The site was the first in Greece to be excavated by an 
Australian archaeological team. In addition, the original excavation (between 1968 and 1971) was led by the AAIA’s Foundation 
Director, Professor Alexander Cambitoglou, AO – the first person of Greek origin to be appointed to an Australian Professorship. 

As part of the events leading to the initial field season, an international conference titled “Zagora in Context” will be hosted by the 
Australian Institute in May 2012 in Athens, where top academics will present the latest scholarship relating to Zagora.

Our “new” Newsletter

Most members will have seen the 
Institute’s e-Newsletters which come 
out almost every month now via 
email. These, along with the Bulletin 
are a great way for us to stay in touch 
with our members. The Bulletin 
will continue to be published  as a 
high-quality glossy magazine on an 
annual basis. We thought, however, 
that only producing one a year didn’t 
give us enough scope to mention all 
the wonderful things the Institute 
achieves! We hope that our revived 
Newsletter will keep us in better 
contact with out members and 
Friends.
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Congratulations to our colleagues

Of course, Zagora was only one of many projects awarded funds from the ARC. We’d like 
to congratulate all of our colleagues at the Institute’s Institutional Members who were 
successful in their Discovery Grant applications. Of note is Professor Antonio Sagona’s 
(University of Melbourne) project: “Archaeology in the central Caucasus: investigations 
at Samatvro and Tchkantiskedi” and Dr Ken Sheedy’s  project at Macquarie University: 
“A spring of silver, a treasury in the earth: coinage and wealth in archaic Athens”.
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Zagora Conference

Between 20-22 May, 2012 the Institute will be hosting a major conference in Athens 
entitled “Zagora in Context”. Twenty-eight international scholars will be sponsered by 
the AAIA to travel to Greece and present their research. The Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences at the University of Sydney has become a major sponsor of this important event.

If you’re in Greece in May you’d be very welcome to attend. Proceedings are free, but 
let us know you’ll be there. Staff are more than happy to show members the Institute’s 
facilities and there will also be a tour of Zagora on Andros for conference participants. 
Spaces for this will be limited, so let us know as soon as you can!

Zagora



Scholarships

The Institute’s 2012 Fellowship for 
Research in Greece Awarded 

The AAIA’s Professorial 
Research Fellow for 2012

Professor Hermann Kienast will be 
arriving in February 2012 as the AAIA’s 
second Professorial Research Fellow. 
Professor Kienast has conducted 
extensive research on the island of Samos 
and is also an expert on “The Tower of 
the Winds” in Athens. 

The 2012 AAIA Fellowship for Research 
in Greece has been awarded to Ms 
Kristen Mann who is a postgraduate 
student at the University of Sydney. 
This scholarship, which is valued at 
over AU$15,000 will enable Kristen to 
spend a year in Greece working on her 
doctoral dissertation, “ Social Living: 
The archaeology of households and 
settlement organization at Zagora on 
Andros”.

Book Shipment Arrives

The Institute receives many books 
that are hard to access in Australia via 
its Athens Office - many of which are 
published by the other Foreign Schools 
or Greek insitutions. We’ve just shipped 
700kgs of such books from Athens to 
Sydney! The shipment will be unpacked 
soon and available at our Australian 
library, which is held in the Centre for 
Classical and Near Eastern Studies in 
the University of Sydney. Scholars from 
fourth year onwards who need to use our 
library can contact the Sydney Office for 
a readers’ ticket

New Development Officer

The Institute is pleased to have Ms 
Theodora Gianniotis join the team as 
its new Development Officer. Although 
her initial career was in law she has 
subsequently moved towards working 
in fundraising  and cultural heritage. 
She has been a member of the Sydney 
Friends Committee for a number of 
years and organized with the Friends 
a number of highly successful events 
themed around archaeology and food. 
Ms Giannotis is currently completing 
a Masters Degree in Cultural Heritage, 
with a special interest in cultural heritage 
interpretation

Endeavour Research Fellowship

Many of you will be familiar with Dr Bernadette McCall who works in the Institute’s 
Sydney office. Dr McCall has just returned from an extensive research trip funded by 
an Australian Government Endeavour Research Fellowship.

later periods. I was able to visit Iran, the 
United Kingdom and France where I 
gained access to several archaeological 
collections that will be extremely useful 
for understanding the archaeology of the 
region that I work in. [Being able to meet 
with colleagues face to face and attend 
workshops on related topics made for a 
busy and highly productive schedule.] 
 
Many thanks to the AAIA for 
the continuing support and  for 
understanding the research interests of 
its staff!”

“ The grant allowed me to undertake a period of fulltime research focusing on 
the archaeology of south-western Iran during the Achaemenid Persian and 

Kristen Mann

Theodora Gianniotis

The Athens Friends

The Athens Friends have been on a 
number of varied and exciting excursions 
this year. The highlights being a trip 
the Epidauros to see a magnificent 
performance of Shakespeare’s Richard III, 
with Kevin Spacey in the title role and 
a 3 day trip to the site of Nikopolis and 
Actium, where Octavian (later Augustus) 
defeated Antony and Cleopatra. There 
were also a number of day trips to 
Marathon, to visit the site and museum; 
to the First Cemetery in Athens; to the 
ancient fortress at Eleutherae; to the 
Byzantine monastery of Hosios Loukas 
and this month an upcoming trip to 
Peiraieus to visit the Danish excavations 
of the Athenian ship sheds at Zea 
Harbour.

Bernadette (right) with Amanda 
Dusting at Achaemenid Tombs near 
Persepolis



The Athens Hostel

The Institute will be offering a discount 
of 20% off the total bill for anyone who 
books into our Athens Hostel for a 
stay of more than a week in December 
2011 or January 2012. Although it is 
winter visiting Athens in December 
and January is a great way to escape to 
tourist crowds - and our hostel is fully 
heated!
Quote “Christmas Offer” when you 
make the booking. You can make 
bookings by emailing our Athens office.

Staff Profile: Dr Matt McCallum

Christmas is coming! 
Give the gift of Membership

Why not give the gift of AAIA 
membership this Christmas? If you 
contact Bernadette McCall in our Sydney 
office she can organize a gift membership 
for anyone you choose. Anyone you sign 
up will get an attractive welcome pack in 
a presentation folder. Membership is by 
donation ($30 for Students and $50 for 
individuals) and will be valid for all of 
2012.

Online Book Store

The Institute has entered into an 
agreement with Sydney University Press 
to sell its monographs and journals in 
the SUP eStore  
(http://sydney.edu.au/sup/).

The Institute’s first publication available 
for purchase online is Volume 1 of the 
Nicholson Museum Corpus Vasorum 
Antiquorum. Issues of our official 
journal Mediterranean Archaeology 
including back-issues will also  be 
available for purchase in the near 
future.

My name is Dr Matt McCallum and your 
donations have helped employ me as part 
of the Institute’s team. This is an exciting 
time for archaeology as the internet 
deeply impacts the way archaeologists 
undertake their research.

The AAIA’s Zagora Project represents 
a cutting edge use of technology to 
interpret a very important archaeological 
site to a global public. We’re using the 
latest methods in 3D reconstruction 
and “Geographic Information Systems” 
to recreate this settlement – and then 
we will engage the world in our work 
through the latest social networking 
systems including Flickr, Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter!

I joined the Zagora 3 publication team 
in 2009. As one of its co-authors I am responsible for the publication of the domestic, 
religious and military architecture from this vitally important Early Iron Age site. I 
am also managing the research design and implementation of the GIS and Heurist 
data systems for this project and the Zagora 3 website, which can  be accessed via the 
following link: http://www.aaia.chass.usyd.edu.au/Zagora/Zagora/Welcome.html

None of this could be done without your help! And with the ongoing support of the 
Institute’s members we can continue in our efforts to complete a truly innovative 
and exciting print and web-based publication: the final chapter in the first Australian 
excavations in Greece!

Fieldwork at Amyklai

A team led by Associate Professor 
Louise Hitchcock (University of 
Melbourne), Associate Professor  A. 
Chapin (Brevard College) and Dr. E. 
Banou (University of the Peloponnese) 
conducted a brief field season in the 
region of Amyklai (Lakonia), between 
the known Mycenaean sites of Vapheio 
and Palaiopyrgi this August. The team 
recorded and documented the cuttings, 
including a partially formed column 
base (see image), of a conglomerate 
quarry believed to date to the Mycenaean 
period, specifically to Late Helladic III 
(i.e. the palatial period). 

The quarry was cleaned thus allowing 
the team to make a scale drawing of 
it, to prepare a full description of the 
cuttings, and to fully photograph all 
the revealed features. In the process of 
cleaning the loose earth a small amount 
of pottery was found, most of which can 
be identified as Mycenaean. This project 
proved to be an important contribution 
to Aegean Bronze Age studies given 
that much has been written on Minoan 
quarries, but far less on their Mycenaean 

counterparts despite the fact that the use 
of conglomerate was a defining feature of 
monumental Mycenaean architecture. 

The fieldwork conducted in 2011, and its 
full publication, will lead to a far better 
understanding of the processes involved 
in the construction of Mycenaean 
prestige architecture. The team is 
presenting the results of their research at 
the Archaeological Institute of America 
annual meeting in January.

The team on site

Matt McCallum



A Thankyou to our generous donors in 2011:
Without donations the Institute could not continue its work promoting Hellenic Studies in Australia. The staff, Board and 
Council of the AAIA would like to thank all of our members. Your generosity is deeply appreciated. 

Why not find out more about the Institute on the Internet?

Web: www.aaia.chass.usyd.edu.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AAIASydney
Twitter: www.twitter.com/AAIASydney
Flickr: www.flickr.com/AAIASydney
YouTube: www.youtube.com/AAIASydney
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